Hiroshima Lantern Float: 2010: August 7, 7:00-9:00 

North east shore, Holmes Lake 

Holmes Park, Lincoln, NE
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About sixty five years ago, August 2nd, 1945, is the day when Harry Truman made the decision to drop the bomb. August 6th and 9th were the days when the bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki respectively.  This year’s lantern float event will recall those days and look forward to significant nuke reductions.  We derive hope from the statements of world leaders that they seek to abolish nukes; we hope for a successful negotiation of the START II TREATY and an end to the arming of space. 
Lantern floats in Japan are used to guide the souls of the dead to their rest for many years; in recent times they have been used in Hiroshima and Nagasaki to commemorate the people destroyed by the first atomic bombs. The Lincoln event celebrates a hope for no more Hirshimas and Nagasakis. We also remind ourselves that atrocities and genocide have occurred on many sides – e.g. the Japanese Nanking massacre or the German massacre of Jews. Sunset occurs on August 7 at about 8:30 PM; darkness comes one-half hour later. 

Materials for the lanterns and plans for making them provided at the site.  Or, learn how to make a lantern shade and base at http://www.progressiveportal.org/lnterns/shademaking.html.
Schedule for the evening (times are approximate):

I. Meeting at Holmes Lake site to assemble lanterns and socialize: 7:00-7:30 PM

II. Greetings from Nobuko Tsukui, translator of Japanese survivors’ atomic bomb literature: 7:30-7:40

III. Lela Shanks, peace/justice advocate, reading accounts of August 6-9, 1945: 7:40-7:55.

IV.   Greg Kosmicki, poet and editor for the Backwaters Press, reading poetry describing the creation: 7:55-8:10.
V.  Marilyn Mecham, IMN: “The religious implications of nuclear arms”: 8:10-8:25; assembling to carry lanterns to lake: 8:25-8:35.
VI.  The assembled group carries the lanterns to the lake:  8:35 on.
Music by Native American flutist, Michael Murphy
Assistance with making lanterns from  Suzie Miller Schoen, Diane Rupnow, Jean Krejci, Susan Alleman, Gwen Tilley, Kate  Honeyman, Dwight Ganzel, and others.

Hiroshima posters by Don and Gwen Tilley and the Prairie Peace Park
      Canoe cleanup of lanterns after float from John Krejci.

Steve Larrick, Jeanine Copple 

Committee planning the event: Sitaram Jaswal, Gregory Rutledge, Bob Reeves, Jay Schmidt, Josh Cramer, Michael Baker,  Bobbie Kierstead, Jamie Norwich McLennan, Carol McShane, Susan Alleman, Don Tilley, steering committee from the Lincoln Chapter of NFP. 

Sponsors: First United Methodist Church, Trinity United Methodist Church, Aldersgate United Methodist Church, First Mennonite Church, Lincoln Friends Meeting, First Lutheran Church, Plymouth UCC Peace and Justice Committee, the United Nations Association of Lincoln, the Prairie Peace Park, and Nebraskans for Peace Lincoln Chapter.  First Methodist furnishes the insurance coverage that makes this event possible. Other sponsors may be added and will be announced at the event. 

