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GOIN' BROKE PA

Annual Conference Speaker D

by Hank van den Berg
UNL Professor of Economics

Along with the reckless tax giveaways tq
the rich and the meltdown in the mortgag
lending system, thé/ar in Iraq deserves its
share of the blame for triggering the biggej
economic crisis iMmerica since the Great
Depression. For five-and-a-half years, th
authentic cost of this economic, social an
political fiasco has been obscured by e
erything from claims that Iraqi oil revenueg
would pay for the war to accounting ploys
that kept war appropriations off the federg
budget. But at the 2008 nual Peace Con-
ference on October 18 in Lincoln, Univer
sity of New MexicoAssociate Professor
Michelle Chwastiak clearly laid out the fis-
cal damage in a no-holds-barred talk entitle@
“The True andActual Cost of theVar in
Irag (minus theAccounting Ticks).”

In her keynote address at the confer
ence sponsored by Nebraskans for Peace

2008 Keynote Speak
rofessor Michele Chw

YING FOR WAR

etails lrag W ar Costs

and undiscussed cost of our invasion ofiding only support services and not directly
Irag: namely that the previously estimatethvolved in military actions.
war costs are only the beginning of the ac- However Chwastiak shows that, in fact,
tual financial burden that has been quietl?MCs increasingly perform actual military
builtinto our economic and political systemactions in Irag—such as guarding facilities,
through theprivatization of war protecting key personnel and training for-
Professor Chwastiak elaborated on thigign military personneAmong the private
third component in her afternoon workshofirms operating in Iraq, she points out that
at the conference. In her well-researched pBynCorptrains Iragi police forcedfnnell
per, “War, Incorporated: Private, Unaccountirains the Iraghrmy, MPRIadvises the Iraq
able and Profitable,” she notes that the ifDefense Ministry in strategic planning and
vasion and occupation of Iraq by the U.Sudgeting,Blackwaterguards U.S. diplo-
has depended to an unprecedented extenats and assorted U.S. government officials
on outside contractors. For exampiethe in Iraq,CACIprovides interrogation and in-
first Gulf War in 1991, the ratio of U.S. telligence servicekrinys guards Iraqi oil
military personnel to ‘private military con- pipelines, andAegisoversees the security
tractors’ (PMCs) was more than 50 to 1.of U.S. contractors engaged in Iragi recon-
During the current occupation of Irag, how-  struction projects.
ever, the ratio is about 1 to 1! This privatization of war is justified by
er Today the employees of PMCs undeistandard business management theory
contract to the U.S. military (dncreasingly Since Chwastiak teaches in thaderson
a8tilavkes of firms subcontracted by thosgchool of Management at the University of
PMCs) perform most of the routine supporNew Mexico, she well understands the busi-

and the University of NebralSI(a'omah€f$3,000,000,000,000) for the full economic anthsks formerly performed by the military it-ness case for outsourcing. Here at the Col-

School of SocialWork, Chwastiak outlined
three major elements to the Wwsasobering tion of Irag.
price tag.Two of these perspectives are fa-
miliar to the readers of thiebraska Re-
port, or to those who have read the work o

Nancy Bilmes and the Nobel Prize—winninq%
economist Joseph Stiglitz. Chwastiak prog,a ¢ost to the U.S.
vided further insight and support for Bilmes

social cost of the U.S. invasion and occupaelf. In effect, rather than the 150,000 or skege of Busines&dministration at the Uni-

U.S. troops stationed in Iraq, we effectivelyersity of Nebraska-Lincoln, we similarly

Second, she presented the Iragi contrave at least doubled that number in thieach our students to embrace the concept
nent of the war and her examples sugountry But, because these are people whaf outsourcing: firms should ‘internalize’
esting that the cost to Iraq is, at the veryork for PMCs, they are completely off theonly their ‘core competencies’ (specializa-
inimum, of a similar order of magnitude asadar screen. Over 1,200 employees of PMA@sns) and they should ‘outsource’ all the

are known to have been killed in Iraq, eventher tasks and services that can be per-

L - . Then, Chwastiak covered new groundhough they are routinely described as pro-
and Siglitz’ sthree trillion-dollar estimate by outlining a third, hitherto undisclosed

conclusion on page 3
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GOIN' BROKE PA YING FOR WAR y conclusion

formed more cheaply by other firms. tions that are either directly related toto some scrutinythe PMCs are #&dctively huge waste of taxpayer money are small com-
The U.S. military embraced this concept war fighting or must be performed byunder the full control and secrecy of thgared to the most disturbing implication of
some 25 years ago during the Reagdn the Department. But in all other casesWhite House. The contractors do not falthe privatization of war: permanent wBe-
ministration, when the U.8rmy established  we should seek suppl@who can py- under the jurisdiction of the Iragi govern-cause the outsourcing of war services has
the “Logistics CivilAugmentation Program.”  yjide these non-core activities efficientlynent eitherbecause of an exemption pushetecome standard operating procedure, pro-

This program authorized the U.S. military o anq efectively through early during the U.S. occupation ofiding such services has now become a huge
actively establish relationships with private , business for what have become huge war
contractors who could provide logistical | € events of the day after Rumsfeld L corporations. These corporations are differ-
support beyond what the all-voluntégmy ~ SPeech provided the Bush/Cher@min- — The privatization ent from the traditional “Military-Industrial
could provide with its active and reservdStration with the opportunity to quickly put . Complex” that President Eisenhower warned
forces. In 1992, Dick Chengthen the Sec- this new _bu3|r_1ess case for the privatization Of m|l|tar y us about nearly 50 years ago. Those firms
retary of Defense under the first Presiderftf the military into practice. ) . . k provided mostly equipment, and purchases
Bush, authorized a classified study by a There are_clearly many dlsturblng IS- Services eepS were politically justified even when the U.S.
Halliburton subsidiary on outsourcing ofSUes sur_roundlng.the prlvatlzatlo_n Of m',l" the costs Of war was not at war
core military activities. Not surprisinglthe tary services. For instance, the privatization The war services currently provided by
study concluded that outsourcing was gf war keeps the costs of war off the front Off the front the PMCs, howeveare only needed when
good idea, although at that time it was StiPﬁgsoi?;g?r:ggfngﬁi?éfiigxieiizagm(I?e d out of awar is actively being carried out. In short,
qualified as an option of last resort to b i ade anda outo through the ‘privatizationof war, we now
used only when active and reserve unif@nd the further subcontracting by the PMCs bag i face a huge, well-positioned industry that,
could not perform a task. to other U.S. and foreign firms) is now under CongreSS|onaI according to Chwastiak, has “a vested in-
That changed with the current Busti1® complete control of the executive branch terest in keeping conflicts going.” This
Administration. Chwastiak pointed to a°f the governmentThere is, literally no debate. privatization of war is the third cost of the
speech by Donald Rumsfeld on, ironica"yCongressmnal oversight. Furthermore, the Irag invasion and occupation. The potential

September 10, 2001, as the turning poirﬁMCS' as private firms, are not subject tPraq. The U.S. insists on similar arrangementsost of an endless ‘hot waengineered by
when privatization went from being an op-the Freedom_ c_)f InformatioAct, qontracts for PMCs in other countries as well.the privatized war services industry and its
tion of last resort and became standard off?der $50 million need not be_b|d Compelicyyastiak brought up many horror storietobbyists inWashington, could easily dwarf
erating procedure. Rumsfeld said: |ve]y, and many of the private firms demandy¢ 1,y the PMCs operate in Irag, each ofven the estimated $3 trillion cost of the Iraq
their employees sign agreements undgfyc provides justification to bring thisinvasion and occupatioAll of which means

Like the private sectws’ best-in-class i ibi i i NS . :
P which they are prohibited from discussing,cess of privatization under tight Congregthat, as a nation, we are permanently on our
companies, DOD [Department of De-their jobs with outsiders. sional control. way to ‘Goin’Broke Paying fowar’

fense] should aim for excellence in func-  |n short, while the U.S. military is open However the numerous deaths and
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wilight @/ Author &ths Omaha
about the Folly of U.S. Space Dot

Mike Moore, former editor of tHaulletin of  the world 50 years ago to the idea that theritical, risks associated with other option
Atomic Scientistsbrought his plea for the heavens should be a conflict-free sanctare too high or when no other courses ( ~ “fiveting and disturbing..."
‘Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Spaceiry, unlike land, sea and air action are available.” b gl i
to Omaha last month, even as StratCom and Ancient historyThe United &tes has Translation: Space weapons could giv|

the military aerospace industry were conbeen working on space-related weapons ftine United States the upper hand in a futu TW] LIGHT
triving to militarize the heavens even furmany years. Consider this passage from tloenflict—or, as they say at the Pentago

ther at their annual “Strategic Space andJ.S.Air Force Space Commarsd'Srategic  “full spectrum dominance.”
Defense” gala. Between October 6-8, Moordlaster Plan FY06 and Beyond”: “Non- The “requirement” for space dominancq WAR

spoke at three college campuses, had aruclear prompt global strike from andhas popped up in dozens of public doc
op-ed published in th®mahaWorld-Her through space can transform the waments and think-tank reports since the mig

ald, and even merited a separate article 1990s.We're not talking about missile de-
about his ‘missionary work’ to keep space ) fense, a hot topic for more than three dd
for peace in the statlarmgest newspaper A Space dominanceadeswe are talking about ground-, sea
With our nation about to choose a new com- air- and space-based weapons that co

mander in chief, Moe's appeal for U.S. pO“Cy would be regardl@d)y the satellites of other nations, §

suppot of the U.NS FAROS esolution well as space-based weapons that co
couldnt be moe timely or impatant. W\ i verize earthly targets.
are accordingly reprinting his election- by Other nations as &’H Space dominance has not yet beclITEs] TRTR YRR TR V1T E] [
themed op-ed from the October 6, 2008 Unacceptable th reat adopted as @tial U.S. policy but we are

Omahanorld-Herald which was originally moving toward itA space-dominance policy M lKE MOORE
published under the title, “Risk in U.S. pur- would be regarded by other nations as a

suit of weapons in space.” fighter's role in the future. Most notablg unacceptable violation of global norms e S AL T
_ non-nuclear strike capabilitgossibly in the and a threat to their sovereignty
One_of the “”?‘S"_ed questions of the pregi ot 3 Commomero Vehicle (CA) “He who controls space, controls the
plentlal campaign is. Do you favor developry ncheg by a ballistic missile, air launctEarth” is a widely believed assertion. Dur-
ing and deploying space-related weaponggsiem or a SOYSpace Operationehicle),  ing the 51 years of the Spakge, no nation
Whoa! .\Nhere.d|d that_ come from? .o 1q provide the President and the Secréas deployed weapons in spabeday the
__According to international lavepace 5y of Defense with a range of space powdsnited States is the only nation that says it
is supposed to be the “property of all mang g may do so. If push ever comes to shove, it

Mike Mooe’s new bookTwilight War:
The Folly of U.S. Space Dominance

(2008), chonicles the U.S'50-year
long pursuit of supremacy in space.

Acclaimed by critics and experts alike,

kind” and must be used for “peaceful pur- = .«rpaqe options are for deterrence andiould be the U.S. Strategic Command atM0re's accounteads like a novel and
poses.” President Dwight D. Eisenhower leglo,ipie response when time is absolutelDffutt Air Force Base that would fire such Was described by the late Sir Arthur C.

weapons. Clarke, 0of2001:A Space Odysseipme,

A mind experiment: Whatwouldwe do ~ @s “...riveting and disturbing...”

if we thought another nation was about to d ¢ ¢ th
place weapons in spacé? would go nuts ?ever er;)zjacpess Of‘T‘.p?CIS toaﬂot ert_coun—
—_and rightly so. ry except during conflict. But what nation

One can almost hear a president tellin ould afford to rely solely on the benign

the nation: “This violation of international t(lapglons of ano}'r)\er—m this case, the glo-
law and custom, this threat to peace ar%a Syperplc;vgir ' fari i h
freedom, this tyranny of the heavens, shall ince » Spacetaring nations have
not stand.'We would build our own space-gon.e onrecord, year after yeairthe United
related weapons. Why would we expect an ations as favoring a treaty to prevent a
other spacefaring nation to act differently pz_ace-related arms_rao’ezar after y_ealthe
The choice is ours. If the United State nited States uses its veto power in Geneva
continues on the space-weapons path, th Peprlf\r/]em SUCh talks. | i i
will be an outrageously expensive global as been an equal-opportunity veto

arms race. Military dominance of Spacespanning the administrations of Ronald

rather than peaceful space exploratiorﬁeaggn'Ge\?ve;'WhBUSh’ Bill Clinton and
would be the goal. oW ©5E0g€ W. BUSH.

The nations of the world need to coops Rather than risk extending earthly con-

Nebraskans for Peace and the Des Moines and Omaha Cathwiei/ once erate to solve or at least mitigate a host djct into space, the United States should
i ; . X . renounce the “weaponization” of space and
again organized protests outside the “Strategic Space and Defense Conferenc&ross-border problems—from global WarvaFad the world toward a tough and cheat-
annually held on behalf of StratCom at the Qwest Center in downtown Omghaing to deadly runaway pathogens. How® " " " \pe o 0 oo o o D
While 2,000 military and aerospace industry representatives were plotting U.S.much real cooperation will there be if thsre’Eisenhowe)’/ts vision—*space for peaceful
domination of space, the protestors were spotlighting the fact that the U.S. ig tha race for dominance of space?

. X . : urposes.”
only country on Earth opposing a treaty to prevent an arms race in outer space. If the United States continues to purP4'P

sue space dominance, it will do so with the Mr. or Ms. Candidata¥ll you fight for

best of intentionsNe would say we would ?a?:%ice treaty—or will you court a new arms

Prevent an Arms I ace in Uuter Space
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Politician
Contacts

The White House
Washington, DC 20500
Comment Line: 202-4B6- 1
202-456-1414
202-456-2993A(K)
president@whitehouse.gov

Sen. Chuck Hagel

248 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-4224
202-224-5213AK)
402-476-1400 (Lincoln)
402-758-8981 (Omaha)
308-632-6032 (Scottsbluff)
hagel.senate.gov

The Crow Butte Resources mine near Crawford, Nebraska is the second-largest uranium mining operation in the United Jtates>€n- Ben Nelson
720 Hart Senate Office Bldg.

Washington, D.C. 20510

Federal Judges Hold Hearing on License St

. . 402-391-3411 (Omaha)
Renewal of Nebraska Uranium Mine O R

four-jud | of th i f b fth ial for the mi hite Pl helped lead fth Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, District 1
A four-judge panel of th&tomic Safety & because of the potential for the mine to corWhite Plume helped lead a tour of the a 1517 Longworth House Office BI

Licensing Board heard from local petitiontaminate drinking water sources from théected areas on the reservation for the folyr 3
: . : . L : . ; i "1 Washington, D.C. 20515
ers seeking to intervene in the license rewixing of the mined water with the commujudges after the Crow Butte hearing i 202-225-4806

newal request for the Crow Butte Resourcesty groundwaterFurther threats are pre-Chadron. 402-438-1598 (Lincoln)
uranium mining operation near Crawfordsented by spills and leaks into The White ISL mines owned by Cameco, Inc. in|
Nebraska at a special hearing September IRiver, which flows from the Crow Butte mine Nebraska\Wyoming and Canada have al o
October 2. Cameco, Inc., the Saskatchewamward Chadron and the Pine Ridge Resehad spills and leaks from the start and wefp ~ Rep. Le@erry District 2

house.gov/fortenberry

Canada-based corporation that owns anetion and cuts through the land of severaécently fined by state regulators for perm 1524 Longworth HOB

operates the Crow Butte mine, has applieaf the petitioners on the reservation. Threatsolations ($1.4 million inWyoming and Washington, DC 20515

for a ten-year license renewal from théo public health and safetyhe plaintifs $100,000 in Nebraska). Cameco also pollutgl ~ 202-225-4155

Nuclear Regulatory Commission to continu@ssert, stem both from the faults and frad-ake Ontario from its plant in Port Hope 202-226-5452/(K)

its in situ leach mining process at what itures that link the mined and drinking aquiOntario, which has been discharging thg 402-397-9944 (Omaha)

the second-largest uranium mine in thérs and from evidence that the compantpxic cocktail of uranium, arsenic and radiun leeterrjiouse.gov

United States. suppressed data about the fractures aimdo the lake. RepAdrian Smith, District 3
In situ leach uranium mining involvesfaults in order to keep mining. The petition-  “Environmental and public health rea:- 503 Cannon House Office Bldg.

dissolving uranium from sandstone particlesrs also claim that the license application isons require full disclosure of the data angl Washington, DC 20515

at the bottom of the aquifenassive pump- missing key information, such as the facbwnership information so people in the conj 202-225-6435

ing and filtering of the water and returninghat the Crow Butte mine is owned by a formunity can make an informed decision. Cu 202-225-0207AK)

“geo-chemically changed,” contaminatecdkign corporation. rently, there isrt'a need for the uranium from 888-ADRIAN{TFree)

water back into the aquifer where it can flow  Through their conduct, both Camecdhis mine because theselready a 70-year
into other aquifers used for drinking wateand the NRC, the plaintiffs maintain, havesupply or uranium. This license should bg ] ) i
through known faults and fractures. violated the rights held by members of thelenied and the people at the mine sho r Capitol Hill Switchboard

adriansmith.house.gov

Thirteen individuals and groups filedOglala Sioux Tribe, including federal waterspend the next 20 years simply restoring t 202-224-3121
suit on July 28, 2008, following a similar caseights to clean water under the fitters water Crawford, Nebraska has become State Capitol Switchboard
that has been going for the past year relatedctrine,” the federal trust responsibiliznd  ‘raw materials colonyfor Canadas nuclear 402-471-231
to the proposed “North Trend Expansion'the Fort Laramie Treaties of 1851 and 1868ndustry—they take the profits and leave

of the Crow Butte mine. The petition to in-A recently discovered cluster of pancreatithe pollution in our watet said Dave State SenatpDistrict #

tervene was filed by individuals from Ne-cancer and a new Johns Hopkins Universitiyrankel, an attorney for the plaintiffs who ig State Capitol
braska, South Dakota and the Pine Ridggudy link diabetes with inorganic arsenic iraffiliated with “Aligning for Responsible PO Box 94604
Indian Reservation, as well as the Oglalthe water such as that being released adlining,” the indigenous-led, non-profit or- Lincoln, NE 68509-4604
Sioux Tribe and the Oglala Delegation of thérom the Crow Butte ISL mining operation.ganization that is spearheading the petitiof}. Governor Dave Heineman
Black Hills Sioux NatiorTreaty CouncilA  “We are concerned about the releases of In addition to the license renewal ret PO Box 94848
Lakota cultural group, Owaku (Bring Back the contaminants into our drinking waterquest and the proposed “North Trend Ex Lincoln, NE 68509-4848
the Way), and theNestern Nebraska Re-These contaminants are going to remain jpansion” of the Crow Butte mine, the petit 402-471-2244
sources Council are also listed on the petbur water system, coming out of our kitchetioners expect Cameco to soon file for licensp  402-471-6031AF%)
tion. sinks, for decadesle are concerned notamendments to open two more mines aroufld  go\state.ne.us

The plaintiffs in the petition opposejust for ourselves, but for our children, ancCrawford, known as the “Three Crow” andj

Camecas license to continue operating itour childrens children,” says DebM/hite  “Marsland” expansions.
Crow Butte in situ leach (ISL) uranium mine Plume, one of the plaintiffs from Pine Ridge. NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2008 NEBRASKA REPORT, P5



What's HOT in Gobal Warming?
-

Greenland’s Icemelt Speeding Up

Greenland is home to ten percerfruits of global warming to wean ous 30 years’ average, 500 billioried by several scientists led bysubmerging islands near Shanghai,
of the worlds ice. Climate is chang- Greenland off its annual $680 mil-tons of ice melted—30 percentloughin and Sarah Das of theand raising the level of the Thames
ing swiftly there, especially alonglion subsidy from Denmark. If car- more than the previous yeand 4 Woods Hole Oceanographic Insti-estuary in London, England. By
the coasts, with important implica-bon dioxide had a sense of irgity percent more than the previousution inWoods Hole, Massachu- that time, given the century or two
tions for many millions of people might appreciate the fact that meltvecord, in 2005, according tosetts. lag-time in ocean warming, it will
at lower latitudes who live on oring ice is opening the way to pro-Witze’s work. Greenlands Jakobshavn gla- be too late to reclaim the Greenland
near the ocean$Varming ocean duce even more fossil fuels. cier, which probably provided the ice cap, or many of the workl’
water has been melting polar ice aé iceberg that sank the Titantic, iscoastal urban areas. Generations to
least as quickly as rising air tem- “flowing” into the ocean at higher come may wonder what we were

“Like Minnesota, Except
peed of Polar Climate White”

peratures in Greenland and th&hange speeds, having accelerated frondoing when we still had a chance.

| By the summer of 2007, the ! '
Antarctic. _ Polar climate can change veryGreenland ice cap was studded by- 7 kilometers per year in 1992 tOSOU RCES

Greenlands coastal ice has quickly in geologic time. Using more than 1,000 shallow melt-wa-12.6 kilometers in 2008Vitze wrote. Faris, Stephan. “Phenomenon: Ice
been melting with a boost fromyg|ien records from marine sedi-ter lakes, some as wide as five kilo- ~ “FOr years people have said .

, ; ; .- Free.NewvorkTimes Sunday Maga-
warm water upwelling from off- ment off southwest Greenland, scimeters, “like Minnesota, exceptthat the increasing length and ' ine July 27, 2008. [V\wmme)g.corgrll/

shore, baring land that has beeppgists (includingdnne deVernal  white,” saidWitze. Tens of millions  t€nsity of the melt season in :
locked in ice for millennia. gpq Cla(ude Hillgi);e-Marcel) have of cubic meters of water swirl from Greenland could yield an increas@r?08/07{127|/maga2|ne/27WWIn-
“Changes in the ocean eat the icBequced that much of the phenom-t.html]

sheet from underneath,” Saralsreenland ice sheet has melted rela- ) ‘\‘ngejgggr;'a:%np::;]gnzsihiﬁg’met al
Dals, a gIaC|olog|sr;[_ at thé/oods  tjvely quickly during periods of Warm|ng ocean water has Flank of the Greeniand lce SBept.”
Hole Oceanograp |clnst|tut|on|n.sharp natural warming of the . _ Aot 2005
Massachusetts told Stephan Farigsitns climate—some as recent as been meltlng pOlar ice at 1153288\5)1 SD(g)I' 1Dé13/sci-.

of the New “ork Times Sunday 400,000 years ago, when carbon- ) o .
Magazine "Warmer water causesgioxide levels in the atmosphere least as qu|Ck|y as rising air

the glaciers to calve and melt backyere |ower than today

ence.153288
“Researchers Warm Up to Melt's Role

more quickly” Cod have been har During these spells, boreal i in Greenland Ice Loss.” NASA Earth
vested in 'ctlbunda(;];:e iI” thes‘%oniferousgforest covpered much of temperatures in Greenland [Ohl;)tse;\//atqz?:prg 17, 2208- /
warming waters, and local grocerreenland. These spells of abrupt ; p://earthobservatoaga.gov

ies offer Greenlgnd-grov_vn POt yarming (abrupt, thgt is, in geoE) and the AntarCtIC' Newsroom/NasaNews/2008/
toes and broccoli for the first t'me-logic time) reduced the ice sheet to 2008041726522.html]

Prospectors are finding zinc andyhout one-quarter of its presenthese lakes to the base of the icd ice discharge,” said Joughin “wintertime Disintegration of Wilkins Ice
lead in the newly accessible coastaize and by itself raised world seasheet in a matter of days, opening>réater melt in future summersshelf.” NASRarth Observatalyly

areas, and_ other prospectors segkvels 4 to 6 meters. huge waterfalls where none hadvould cause ice to flow faster to-22 2008. [http://earthobservatory
gold and diamondsicoa is pre- From 2003 through 2007, previously existed. “It has beenward the coast and draw dowmasa.gov/Newsroom/Newlmages/
paring to build a smelter Greenland lost two to three timesonly in the last five years that weMmore of the ice sheet.” This studyimages.php3?img_id=18095]

‘The U.S. Geological Survey as much ice in summer melt as ihave realized that—hey—the icdound that water from the violentn4) Anne de and Claude Hillaire-
estimates that waters offrggained during winter snows. Thesheet is falling apart,” said lan M.draining of surface lakes is quicklyy;5cel. “Naturafbility of Greenland
Greenlands northeastern coasigreenland ice sheet actually is dHowat, a research scientist in EartiStributed to the ice sheetbase, cjimate agetation, and lcelime
may contain as much as 31 billiong|ic of the last ice ago, “strandedSciences at Ohiotate University Which accelerates the glaciers’yjng the past Miears. Science
barrels of oil and gas. More oil mayy ¢t of time,” according to Greenland ice is only a frac- movement tqward the sea. 320(June 20, 2008):1622-1625.
be found on the west coastpjexandranitze, writinginNature. ~ tion of Antarcticas, but it is melt- The melting of Greenlarglice ..~ 1~ «Climate Change:
enough to tempt Exxon Mobil, - gyen without human-induced ing more rapidly partly because that has been accelerated by hy- G- oo Dvatreas2(April
Chevron, CanadaHusky Ena@gy  giopal warming, Greenlanslgla-  summers are warmealiowing for mMan emissions of greenhous%z 2008
and Caimn Engyy, and Swede8'™\  ciers would not re-form under more rapid runoff. Scientists havedases has been taking place much’’

Resources. Greenlanders in Nogresent conditions. Ice loss is acbeen studying the melting dynammore rapidly than past naturalBruce E. Johansen is the

vember 2008 probably will approve ce|erating irregularly year by year ics of glacial lakes in Greenland changesWithin a few decades, this Frederick WKayser Pofessor

aself-rule charter that directs min,g \vell. During the 2007 melting Observers watched as one suchelting ice (along with water from of Communication at the

eral royalties to national develop-geason, with temperatures 4 to @ake was sucked through a crack igther sources, including/estern  University of Nebraska-Omaha

ment. The idea is to leverage th%legrees C. higher than the previthe ice with a force equa”ngAntarctica) may be pushing the gnd author offhe Global
Niagara Falls. This eventwas stud®c€ans up beaches in Florida, intayarming Combat Manual
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RACIS]

After eight years, term-limited Senatomo interest in the Danish culture and herireduce racial antagonisms and provide th&rong. Itis to enforce discrimination. Keep
Lowen Kruse of Omaha will be retiring fromtage. setting for cooperation, growth, developiow-income kids in low-pay jobs. &\are not
the state legislature. Throughout his legis-  Mother's low-lying anger was real, so Iment—a true, exciting, vibrant community?into quotas. W are into recruiting young
lative caeer this long-time Nebraskans forhave experienced first hand some of the feel-  First, it requires appreciation for per-adults to learn more. Kids who are NOT on a

Peace member has regularly written reportings of a minority person. That includes theons we have come to know in a closkevel playing field and never thought about
and reflections about the state and nationadeep frustration of living in an environmentway. That takes a while, but most of us havenore schooling—we go directly to them to
political scene entitled, “Krusing the Capi- you may affect a bit, but which you did nofriends who help us unknowingly breakurge them to go to a college where all who
tol.” Printed below is his most recent medi-create and you are powerless to change. Tharriers. | no longer am aware of the skigualify are welcome. What is so bad about
tation on an age-old problem with whichmajority will smile and nod at you, but laughcolor of several minority friends.
Americans—and Nebraskans—are still rewhen you step awayThe condescending
smiles made her furious.

that?
One of the great gifts of Senator Obama  Racism is not simple and solutions are
luctant to come to terms.

Racism—uweighing the values of a perso
by color of skin or other physical character
istics—is a fact of our time, and of ever
time.
Each of us assumes and assigns selec
values and attitudes to other persons
cording to their appearance. Skin coluair,
height, weight, attractiveness—and so mu
more—stimulate assumptions in ou
minds. A fat person lacks self discipline.
tall person is a natural leadeh cute, perky
woman would be a fun friend. There is n
way to avoid mental connections betwee
this stranger and experiences with someo
who appears to be similar
Racism is not that simple. Recent r
search shows that 75 percent of the U.
public would have some degree of prefe
ence for a president who has white skire
know that every day Senator Obagiife is
under threat from persons who hate his skin

driven to action by bloggers who would not,

| Il th but th b However it is not that simple. Self atti- munity brought to the U.S. by the&&ican
color. We call them nuts, but they can b, e jncludes the mix within the racial or ethimmigrants.
ic group. There are dark Blacks, light

(not as a leader but simply as a person) it that easyRuth and | are the white fam-
that he appears to live unconscious of racy in our blocks. Because | know the likely

| assume this is a gift from Hawaii, to himquick conclusions of good-hearted readers,
and to us. That isolated set of islands comfeel | must add that every family except one
tains such a pervasive mix of race that those a two-parent familyevery adult is work-
who are raised there have a wonderful, fre@g or retired, every home is well-keptewW
ing blessing. Race is not where itis. Get overe safer here than when we lived/Nest

it. Omabha.

Obama still has to deal with it. If it had That is the setting for our storyasked
been his teenage daughter who becanoer nearest neighbor to come help me move
pregnant instead of a white vice-presiderfurniture. He brought along his 6-foot-2-
tial candidates daughterthere would have inch, 20-year-old son, a welcome addition!
been hell to payEvery negative attitude to- Ruth has been a community family advo-
ward current Black family culture would havecate for 30 years in this integrated neighbor-
come out of the woodwork and we would b&éood and she cannot change. At break time
hammered by it. she looked into the eyes of the shy young

Ironic, isn't it? Black family structure man.”Are you employed? (No.) Bdld you
has not been able to recover from what tHike to be? (I have tried.) | have a job for you. |
White society structure caused: the sellingave researched it and you can start
of husbands, wives, children and the breeddonday It pays $8.50, which is not a lot,
ing by owners—the forced slavery breakbut it will get you some work historyHe
down of a powerful sense of family and comstudied her face.

“It is in West Omaha.” Wu could see
his eyes backing up. Whitey land. His Dad
Second, we must cultivate a genuineoted he did not have a car and would not

physically attack someone, but who creat§) ks, and those who ‘pass.’ Whites hardigppreciation for each othar culture. have one until he had money to buy

flaming rhetoric, anonymously
So there you have it:

think about it, but persons African ances- Schools are doing good work here andne. Ruth: "He does not need a ddre bus
preferencetry are very conscious of shades of colaschools are where it will happen.

is at the end of our blockakes one hour

twisted opinion and violent hate, all drivery,yonder about all the reasons for it. Some Third, we must confront blatant racismand fifteen minutes. Only one transféick-

by reactions to skin coloReactions are carry attitudes about it.
formed through a complex mix of relation-
ships with family friends, associates, com-
petitors, neighbors, faces on TV and stori
in the news. W are not good at sorting an&?
discarding.
Itis not that simple, of course. Attitudest
toward ones self include racial association,
a sense of being outcast or included, aqg?
personal value and potential for life. My
Mother was a Dane who married and move:%

calmly but firmly calling to account thoseets cost $13 per week. Do you have

Jewish persons are quite conscious @fho hate. There is much in the mix | de$13? (Dad nodded vigorously that he had
heir ‘groupness,” however diverse they magcribed earlier that does no harm. More of §13.) They are ready for you and they need
e, but are happy to confuse the rest dliat is downright interesting and fun. Ruttyou.”

s. Omaha confined the Blacks and Jews tmd | owe so much of who we are to minority ~ Will he? He is shyhas been hassled
basically North 24th Street for the first cenfriends. & have been changed and | wouldacially. Police study him and women at the
ury of our historyHowever in the 1950s not ever go back. But hatred? The movieall clutch their purses when they see him. Is
ws could ‘pass’ since the important Jewsouth Pacifihad it right. V¢ must be care- he prepared for that first lonely step? What
h identifier was surname. A Jewish familyfully taught to hate.

ould ask a friend, Swanson, to buy a house Fourth and in summarwe can receive
est of 429 Street and then quickly resell iteach othes gifts. Gifts of music, stories, us all down. There itis, wrapped around and

would his friends say?
Racism is so frustrating because it pulls

into a German communitghe lived there 60 , e A barrier broken. Blacks had to wataughterart, genius, creativifgnegy, faith, through the young man next dobfesitant,

years, until her death, and never fe_lforagitation, riots and the North Freeway teommitment.
ass into the lger community Their barri-
&rs were not actually broken. If your skifNebraska to outlawffirmativeAction. The on our hands, politically and economically

accepted. \Ws she accepted or was |rb
her? Did she resist changing to the cultu

even fearful. Hopeful. Butif the ‘Ruths’ of
Side note: W have a ballot initiative in the world cannot get to him, we have a mess

of persons who became her lifelong friendgy s colgrsome persons will show theirout-of-state promoters, who intend to gePlus we have one more man who could have

or did they resist hers? | am quite sure tha&istrust of you
aside from exchanging recipes and desper- :
ate advice on a sick child, they had little or

Itis not that simple. What will it take to

rich on this, say it is to ban discriminationbeen. It is that simple.
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by PauA. Olson token League of Nations) as peacemaking  The Vietham War up until 1970 and aip again in this state: a church stream, a
tools. He accurately foresaw the unwholeéitita@fter Even as the Eisenhower and theampus and faculty stream, and a rural
{ wer of the Military-Industrial Complex irehidy Kennedy years seemed to pass by Nebraskans stream. The streams flowed
7 speech opposing U.S. entry into Wapkehcefully for the majoitynefricans, these together in 1970 to make the river of Nebras-
I and maintained his philosophical administrations were making deep commkans for Peace.

Itis more than forty years since “Rural
Nebraskans for Peace” and “Nebraskan
Peace in Vietham” were founded in 1967

became a force in state politics from 19685({sition to militarism until the late 1930sments to propping up, and later fabricating,
Each of these organizations, howaser

ttion As the winds of oncoming war began ttidse administrations in South Vietnam. War First Church GroupRQuaker .
only a latter-day formalization of apeace fajt across the nation in the latter part of thehad begun. So had the great move towardPER/fi"€N, some Mennonites, and Methodists
movement in Nebraska that had roots da“\qﬂirties, a coalition of 22 peace organizatidights. The Civil Rights movement began spe.C|aIIy Methoo_llst clergy) were part of this
back nearly a century called the Nebraska Peace Councilwas blossom with Brown vs. Board of Educatiiind effort against the War in Vietnam.

The Nineteenth and Eamyefitieth  formed in the state with an R.B. Elrod as th654, the Montgomery Bus boycott in 1955-5 1ne of the ee:jrhe_s'r[]tzwn-govl\(/n grougsh
Centuries up to World WaNineteenth- head. The Council was, in turn, a membettaf Selma to Montgomery march in 1962 y ﬁ‘.)nnféte Wltl'a:ﬁa; tha (Iefrs andtne
century Nebraska had significant settlemeif@ Mjetional Peace Conference led by Wathersucceeding march on Washington in wsklp 0 . e(;onm 1@ \E;d 'nigm/ .

Quakers and Mennonites whose whole W \&n Kirk, later of the National Council ofthat led to the passage of the 1964 U.S. C J‘?t rash ans ?tr beat%e n Iﬁl : ) ds

tradition was that of a people of peace. Th&hurches. The Nebraska Peace Council Right#\ctThe Civil Rights movement taught''o"y 1as e t'O' teD orgu%”%/hra:jce ' inded
1890s-1910 Populist Pattich elected  Only opposed war between Germany andthe peace movement of the '60s and ’7039&0%#?‘1 as a?[f:VISGO an dC ! p da ’trdemm '?h'
many public officials in Nebraska, had a Britain but also resisted all forms of colonialigamizing tactics. me, d'a was the slalr; we hl fn 0 anyd ng
powerful anti-war strand agwelalthough War profiteering and economic exploitation, and acc_c|>rb||ng to pJotlSco ' hror[r\wugpev ew reé:or s
the party’s members for the most part ~ Supported a federalist internationalloeder available, we do know that raise

; . . i : William énninas ns moneyheld vigils in Lincoln, counseled
supported the Spanish-Amer@ath@anti- Organization claimed to have 300 members g w students about the draft and, during the

war sentiments of the Populist tradition ma3)\#éf have reached out to 10,000 people in pacifism and Senator “Vietnam Summer’ period in 1967, sent
have inspired Nebraska's legislators to laBé?S- . . information to public officials and packets to
Eehaerlf/l:\(/:\/((:e?\?isg;/r?cpewtlhprgIgiﬁg:](iea:;Ce?:evr\:)?irsgn th&/orld war Il to Vietnaworld War I George Nois’trust in history and social studies teachers to raise their
. d the undeniable horror of Nazismand - : awarenesAmong its leaders were Friends
Despite the fact that anpther Nebraskan, . Japanese and Italian Fascism destroyed thel ntendional kv became Marge and Dan Schilitt (who continued to
General John J. Pershing, established higye5cemaking tradition in the state. The naiveté the tvo philosophical  Velunteer for NFP afterits founding in 1970) and
military and colonialist credentials in,that Wafc s me would-be peace people in the face of P P Dick and Jean Gilbert, and others like Kandra
there existed during this period a seed bef(@b; negotiating efforts at Munich did not help.pi”ars influencing most Hahn, Victor Lane, and Bill Campbell. Lela
Sg'lt;iiv(\:/;r saernet(lar:wseg;t {/rc/ ;[Irllig ;t%fﬁﬁirgggg%i'g \*the state’s peace churches and the q Shanks has recounted that her husband
; . o nScientious objectors that relied on them Hughes, Hudson Phillips and Bruce
George Norris. Bryan's pacifism and NOIER§4 ot during tJhat period. Indeed, the peacepeac_e mementsan Mchpadden worked wi?h students at this time
trustin international law became the two 1, \ement as a public political effort had little in Ce tal ny tha of NFP through NFPRhis organization may have
. 4Re way of influence outside the peace begun as early as 1966, whé&yailye
movements, and certainly thatof NFP oy ches themselves until Dwight Dell of the In Nebraska. the '60s Civil Rights  Nebraskasays it started, or as late as 1967. It
By 1903, Bryan had proclaimed himsglgch, of the Brethren (with help from th ovement had areat leaders in E%nie chdfas clearly alive in 1967 when it solicited
Tolstoyan pacifistand went to go visit the e thoist minister Harold Massie) ran for & Huahes ar?d Lela Shanks. Leola BUITKEREY locally and received support from the
renowned Russian writer and theorist befqies senate in 1952 as a peace candidat@e pen gnake Louis LaRose. Leonard national 1967 “Vietnam Summer” efforts to
Mohandas Gandhi began his own coITesgggzce to the Korean W SpringeRaymond Perez, Sam Franco arjganize students, faculty and townspeople
dence wiffolstoyBryan ran for presidentin "™ e Herbert Jehle, the Quaker phys ﬁErsg Mos% of these Ieaders also oppoS |ast the wits press was an diskbthing
1908 and served as Secretary of State in fifier Friends from Lincoln and the long-tiMe - in Vietnam. and Huahes and LeFI)aFI) Shﬁzed in faculty member Bud Narveson’s
first Wson administration @sistoyan  pacifist activist, Resraham Muste, were earlv members of?ﬂﬁ@y had been Pasement, the group’s “Xerox” and “email”
pacifist—the oRlyerican pacifist to actin articipated in the “Onddttian” anti-nuclear convertedyto acifism aﬁd ioined the Fello ined, from which flowed thousands of
those roles. He had a huge following both {5 5o protest atatias Missile silo site negf Reconciliat[iJon while Ieaélin Civil Ri hts?ﬁggénd political analyses.
Nebraska and in the nation, with hiSpapele a4 Nebraska in 1959. This was histor ansas Gifjenver and Lingoln C]él
. y Second, Student Groups Largely

ES&?;%Z%F t?]gtag%r?c;:slrg?il?st Iﬁgitlgnh?'erhe oneé)fljhg f‘i]rz:]?eeg;;)g ig?rizniﬁggiﬂg:;itlr? Re Shanks’ case, one cannot separategi@ed at UNAs NFR'first state coordinator
influence in Nebraska was to continue on i N b Nebraska peace movement from variousyike Shonsey has noted, no one has a
fhstein about a plan for world peace andt of civil rights protest. complete record of all of the student groups that

through 1931-35 during his brother Charlgs<tein wrote that he a : r,ns
greed totally with JEhles e same time as we escalated the, ; i
terms as governor tr\i%gas' But iconic occurrences of this natu opposed thestham \af, but they included

Norris on the other hand was committeliQ’tavy in the incl t volitical envi Humber of our troops in Vietham—first ung@tpy students, Yippies, SDSers (Students for
international law and a strong world and ¢ 195%\2/ ll\r;ebrealsnlfaemen political environihhedy and then, after the Garik, a Democratic Society), independent kids, kids
federalist legal regime (not Woodrow Wilson's ' under Johnson—three streams of peace facing the draft, and students who had a base in

activism, as Central City farmer and Friends
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2008 NEBRASKA REPORT, P.8 member Don Reeves notes, began to spring continued on page 10



Peacemakers

Lela Shanks

Essential to the history of Nebraskan
for Peace is its motto, “There is nd
Peace without Justice.”
Lela Knox Shanks like her late hus:
band, Hughes, lived that rule, and sh
now lives it. Beginning in Oklahoma in
the '20s, she experienced the most s
vere kind of segregation. She knew th
price that Depression- and Dust Bowl
poverty exacted fromfrican-American
and Caucasian alike in Oklahoma, an
she has never forgotten about th
wretched of the earth, white or black o
brown or red, gay or straight. When sh
went to college in J&rson City Mis-
souri, she heard the myths about “th

land of the free and the home of th¢

brave” uttered by her professors as sl

lived in a fully segregated, caste socit

ety. She and her husband, Hughes

trained as a lawyemarried in 1947and

of the Year

Senator Don Preister

Senator Don Preistewho for years
has been one of the environment’
foremost champions in the Legisla;
ture, is being forced out by term lim-
its. HoweverSenator Preister is much
more than just a policymaker; he is &
man of charactea man of peace and
a true supporter and defender of ng
ture and living things.

When | started thinking about
what | wanted to sayhere were many
thoughts that came to mind and
could have written pages about hin
and his legislative caredrdecided
though that there were certain charf
acteristics about Don Preister thal
provide a much better definition of
the kind of person he is.

The first characteristic is cour-
age. Don Preister has never backdd

away from an issue because it was

stayed in § Louis, hoping to avoid Oklahonsaracism. But, in$SLouis, they met  unpopularDon stands up against some of the most powerful political and finandg
Missouri’s racism when Hughes applied for professional-level jobg &é/not interests in the state of Nebraska and advocates for the issues he believes in rqm
give those applications to Negroes,” less of the power and the tactics that are used against him. Don also speaks f

Eventually the family moved to Denver where Hughes worked for the Socialpowerless and vulnerable in the world, whether it is on behalf of children or frag
SecurityAdministration and was told he would never receive a promotion becausplaces in nature. His repeated introduction of bills seeking the address the tra
white women would be afraid of him when he came to the dben on to Kansas  at Whiteclay is a case in point.

City in the pilgrimage for justice. The second characteristic is persistence. Many ofJuilts were lampooned

In Kansas Citythe Shanks family settled in an integrated neighborhood, buby business lobbyists and unceremoniously killed by the Legislature. Many pec
was told that their children had to attend a black school. There the teacher-pupil that position would have given up or compromised their principles. Don wo
ratio in some classrooms was 45-1 while white schools had a 20-1 ratio. During thisturn the next year with a revised version of the same concept using each opp
struggle, Hughes and Lela turned to the local chapter of the Congress for Racraty to educate doubters about the benefits of protecting the environment.
Equality for help and adopted the philosophy of nonviolence. The third characteristic is vision. Now everyone is talking about renewal

Pursuing nonviolent direct action tactics, they pulled their children out of theenegy and enagy efiiciency. Utilities, business people, even oil companies tal
public schools, formed a protest school in their own home for their children and siabout renewable ergey like it's the greatest thing since sliced bread, and like thé
other students where Lela was the main teaSter picketed the federal govern- have been supporting it all along. Even Governor Heinemann has suddenly dis
ment and the school board calling for desegregation under the Brown vs. Board @fed wind engy. But | remember not so long ago, when Don Preister and the Sie
Education. Hughes picketed downtown stores demanding the hiriaGricdn Club were the only ones advocating sustainable energy policies in Nebraska.
Americans. For trying to uphold the law of the land, they experienced arrest, tappéas the vision to see the need for policies that sustain the planet when others
phones and death threats. only sought short-term profits.

When Hughes went to the MarchWashingtorAugust 28, 1963, Lela had to The fourth characteristic is graciousness. The political process is someti
appear before a federal grand jury that very day to answer for having peacefulycious and dirtyBut even when there were mean-spirited comments directed
picketed the Federal Building in Kansas Cawd she statetl, did what my hus- ward him or efiorts he supported, Don Preister has always been gragipestect
band is doing right now in #¢hington, D.C.—mahing for my feedom.”"The example is his way of beginning every floor speech by referring to his colleague
union between nonviolence and civil rights had fully flowered. “friends all” even when they were doing very unfriendly things.

When the Shanks’moved to Lincoln in the mid-'60s, they again took up the The final characteristic is commitment. Don lives his values. One example of i
struggle by forming a friendship wiffom Rehorn, one of the founders of Rural commitment to his values is the fact that he walked all the way across the U
Nebraskans for Peace, supporting and working on his campaign for Congress. Reh8tates as part of the Great Peace March for Nuclear Disarmament iry@@&ge it
ran in opposition to theiethamWar and for justice for oppressed people of color in every aspect of the way he lives his life, from the foods that he eats, to the w
Later that decade, Hughes and Lela began the campaign for better and more plubed-uses and the way that he treats people with dignity and respect.
istic education in the Lincoln Public Schools. In this role, they shaped national |am saddened that Don will no longer be our champion in the Legislature.
educational policy through a committee that they selected composed of Latinosam certain that Don Preister will continue to be a voice for peace and justic
African Americans, Nativémericans, poor whites amsians, a group that de-  supporter and defender of the environment, a protector of the planet and its pe
manded justice and respect for poor children and children of €bksir committee

served as the model for the creation of similar parent committees all across the — Ken Whston, Nebraska Siex Club lobbyist

conclusion on pagell NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2008 NEBRASKA REPORT, P9




Looking Backwakd

one or another of the peace churches. ByShonsey and John Hansen onthe RNFP  This tiny group invited Merle Hansenraturned from a national Clergy and Laity
1966, UNL students were beginning to cobward must have served to make them, ifarmer from Newman Grove and John = Concerned meeting with an offer to pay $200 a
alive because of the draft and because of g@mmebody’s mind, bridges from RNFP tolfamses’fatheinto the mix and began to bugionth to have a peace organization and
draft-counselintpets of NFPV student movement. The group was forma#ipace in a local paper where they publisheyanizer on the ground in Nebraska. (Rev
Former State Senator Steve Fowler organized in May of 1967, developing a net@itdeal-style pieces and quotes from mini3ters and Gwen Powell of Trinity Methodist
remembers a teach-in at Love Library fropublic presence between 1968-70. and scholars who opposed thBwiah and may also have had a role in these early plans.)
about 1966, and in the next few years, anti-draRural Nebraskans for Peace was a Merle next recruited another fé&iraer Gall brought Fred Schroeder from Rural
rallies and other demonstrations regularlygeokine Nebraskan and rural organizatiorschroeder of Shelton, who was to often sé&ebraskans for Peace and Shonsey from the
place on or near the UNL campus. Some®@he of its leade€fgm Rehorn, was a as the spokesperson for RENeitually  various Lincoln anti-war groups together to
these activities grew out of NFPV’s draft Methodist clergy member who, in his applied-Reeves, Don Reefathercame on discuss the CALC proposal. What we now
counseling effort in the basement of the oldion for the Methodist mirsgtoke of having board, ariéd would take up little collectionkmabw as “Nebraskans for Peace” essentially
United Ministries in Higher Education facilitgpplied the gospel to social issues” and iberRNFP meetings in order to pay the $28@erged from a fusion of Rural Nebraskans for
and from UMHE's anti-war religious teacHiregs‘often” for so doing. Like many of the §880 for Columbus-area radio programs tRatice and Nebraskans for Peace in Viethnam,
issuing froAlan Pickering and later from RRNFP people, Rehorn was an incredibly broadcast moderate anti-war talks—mostlyith all of the other church, student, and secular
Larry DoeMike Shonsey actually lived ateloquent speaker and grassroots organizé&om a religious and nonviolent perspectivgroups opposing the war throwing in their bits
UMHE at the time. The influence of Carl As Shonsey recounts it, “Fred Schroeder and |
Davidson, a Philosophy graduate student anel; i i i t together the first board; | basically
founding member of SDS, also should not tl)‘g’ns account should not closg without S(?me mention OT t@?r@lnbgéé:‘rom Omaha and Lincoln and Fred
ignored. UMHE was the main site of planning that our early forebears paid for standing for somethingotth@names from out state.” Mike chose the
for the events surrounding the October 15, . .- : name for the group, and Don Reeves led
1969 teach-ins and demonstrations acco nistes who e fied, the &ames who amassed huQe FBI ﬁlé%ght for the inclusion of justice and equality

nying the nationwide “Moratorium to End ththe wies who lost their milages for standing up againsa[;thei:wjes in its mandate that have been a hallmark
War in Vietnam.” In 1969, Larry Zink (late from the beginning. NFP’s close connection

r . . .
state coordinator of NFP) burned his draft cﬂ?@ students whent to pison for luning their draft cartise Clergy and Laity Concerned, whose initial

in a Hyde Park-like forum at the Nebraska famets whose had theitleaherds teaened with poisoning offer had gotten things rolling, strongly influ-
Union, which proved to be a watershed even enced the fledgling organization and continued

t . . .
for its symbolism. UMHE was also the site ofN€ Ural membgrwho we ostracizeq their comomities  into the early 1980s. The title of NFP's
the student meetings that led to the May 1970 newspapgior exampl€heNebraska
demonstrations after the invasion of Cami@de&source document attributed the origindth the mongyred Schroeder was able tdReportwas inspired by CALC’s national
and the National Guard shootings at Kent Biattal Nebraskans for Peace to Schuyler organize a 15-minute anti-war radio prograablicatiomheAmerican Report
(No one has yet constructed a full accountNg#braska farnfgto (Dutch) Hoppe, who wais a Columbus station once a week (Grand Aside from the names | have mentioned,
the activities in Omaha during this period, motivated to act upon hearing that Rehornlskohd’'s KMMJ wouldn’t have them). Theone should not forget the crucial roles in the
though it is known thaidtin Krejci, Bohn  been “fired” from his job at Wesley Housegroup’s commercial outreach effort was tearly days of Larry Zink, Nye Bond, Kay
McCaslin and Vince McAndrews began North Omaha in ‘65 or ‘66 for his peace apibve short-lived, howédrem obvious Young, Loyal and Malige Park, Nick
protests at the Omaha courthouse in 196@&;igihdghts activities. (Rehorn was subseqeentgprship move, the Columbus station Meinhardt, and mangny others—many of
other Catholics and religious leaders laterreassigned to Fullerton, Nebraska, at a losseftually pushed RNFP off the air in favovhbm are now deceased.
demonstrated against thg war $1900 in salary—one quarter of his previaigending a Presbyterian broadcast for anothdrhis account should not close without
. . pay) Hoppe, according to this account, is §&ichinutes each Sun@layarted but some mention of the price that our early

Third, Rural Anti-war GroupSiral 5 have told his wife, Marilyn, “Let's drive owelaunted, the RNFP members continuetbiebears paid for standing for something: the
Nebraskans for Peace has a clearer histogyr jierton and see that gay, aroufidm  travel to rural forums wherever they couldngigisters who were fired, the farmers who
than do the church and student movemenggsorm's kitchen table, the two families birttezding, spoke at the University of Nebrasiaassed huge FBI files, the wives who lost
because we hav_e records. o Eg\e idea for a rural anti-war and civil rightsthe student anti-war movement coalescedhaidnarriages for standing up against the war

Adocument in the Nebraska Historicg)anization, wrote many letters to the editor the students who went to prison for burning their
Society (apparently from 1970) lists the The actual story is probably a little more  RNFP though was not simply an antisaft cards, the farmers whose had their cattle
following Board of Directors for Rural Nebgagr hjicatess Dutch Hoppebn, Jim (a  group. It respected Ernie Chambers’ strugyghels threatened with poisoning, the rural
kans for Peace: Gideon Br&tlertioppe  genager active in RNFP at the time) remewgainst prejudice and oppression in Northmembers who were ostracized by their
Maxine Schroedeirs. Henry SChiREY o things, he doesn’t know how his fath@maha and arranged for exchanges betweenmunities and forbidden access to
Tom Rehoryifred Witmar/erle knew cfom Rehorn. Dutch, howewes  North Omaha’s kids and farm kids. Jim Hoppeentional media expression by newspapers
HansenMrsArlo Hopp&red Schroeder a4 3 \wwil veteran, despised the idea ofecalls the ironyaokes taking his fasn'  and radio stations. (Democracy cannot survive
Ted Reevesharren Messnéten Messner o6 illing people, and itis true that onagatermelons to North Omaha on the grountigre censorship reigns, and today with the
Henry Schutz, R&eokMike Shonseand ¢ ind of Rehorn’s dismissal for opposittigatieverybody likes watermelons.” Wherdorate monopoly of the media NFP is again
John HanserThe names in bold later 5 the Hoppe family started going to RehGivil Rights parades led by Ernie Chambengperiencing the squeeze). If, as the modemn
became leaders in NReévIom Rehorn oy rch in Fullerton, about 40 miles from  and other local leaders took place in Nortieliché goes, the blood of the martyrs is the seed
speaks in 1970 of a group for which he hagy,, v jeFronThe two families did indeed Omaha, RNFP was represented, with Jinof the church, then the suffering of the peace-
raised money composed of eight fam.'"es_nd up having Sunday dinner together aftéfoppe and John Hansen riding horses amdakers germinates the seed of peace.
surely the center of the RNFP group I|stecﬁ|ql} from time to time, and after severatractors down the North Omaha streets. Ina After 1970 and the founding of NFP came
board roster). The document mcludes an Eﬁherings talking about everything in the @8nd,paper for UNTTi-University” project, the legislative hearing on Vietnam that Sen.
that Don Reeves and Jack Stout had just §8€fe to do something about the VietnamRehorn speaks of the witness of the RNFErie Chambers and possibly John DeCamp
elected to the Nebraskans for Peace boa;,r ang racial injustice. (Rehor had beegraup as being equally for “racial brotherhgmatisored; Sakrry Carpented 972
NFP having b_een fou_nded by that time. D@, amentalist Baptist from Southern Missoarfor withdrawal from Vietnam. legislative journal statement on Vietnam that
became the first president of Nebraskans i e the social implications of the gospels . . _ was drafted by Nebraskans for Peace and the
Peace, and Reeves and Stout must have {geRied him, and as a Missourian, he liked The Birth of NFRccording to Mike  on4ing struggle for withdrawal; the effort to
the transitional figures between the NFP adin o myskratics son would catch onseyhe big push to create a single, stal&hieye a recognition of Indian treaty rights after

RNFPoards. Similatlye placing of Mike - skrat for the Rehorns' table.) peace organization “came with the Moratof{ifh73 wounded Knee occupation; the fight
marches” in 198®about that same time,
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wwwtheross.org

COMING SOON

11.7 - 11.26 RACHEL GETTING
MARRIED

Jonathan Demme directs this film about the chg
family dynamics when a prodigal daughter re|
Anne Hathaway (THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA
as the returning daughter, and multiple Oscar

The problem in RACHEL GETTING MARRIED]

Looking BackwatiEon

hnging
ustjpr retrocession for the Winnebago nation,dhagerous StratCom poses to the world.
nomNuclear Weapons Freeze and NO MX missilas Nebraskans for Peace approaches its

nee Debraiger antony winner Bill Inwin °°S‘} _campaigns; NFP’s opposition to the wars4th anniversaitys our hope that we are

the problem with the film, mind you — is that
though Rachel is the one getting married, it's al
Kym, her younger sister. Kym, played by a dedid|
un-princes&ynne Hathawagyfurloughed from re;
hab for the happy event, arriving at her father’
bling Connecticut clapboard house on a toxic|
of snark, cigarette smoke and wounded narcid

11.14-11.20 SECRECY
Using original animation, a powerful score, al

pertly edited interviews with both proponent$ al

detractors of our government's policies, SEC
takes us deep into the dark shadows of this pr
shedding light on the implications of reasons k

the need to classify a document as secret-an
asking who polices the state's ability to do so

11.21-12.4 AGIRLCUTINTWO

A GIRL CUT IN TWO updates the scandalou
of the celebrated fin de siécle architect Stanford
— shot dead by the jealous young millionairg
married White's teenage mistress, a showgirl,

A GIRL CUT IN TWO is a spry piece of worl,

although directed for mordant caheesiyectacle
of a naive, lower-middle-class woman's misafiv
tures in a nest of wealthy vipers is initially uns
and ultimately gut-wrenching.

See our website: www.theross.org for Decenbe|

showings and special events.

evefoentrahmerica to stop U.S. aidto the worthy descendants of the peacemaking and
abomurderous regimes in El Salvador and justice-working tradition from which we arose.
uatemala and to support the NicaraguarfFor without the vision, generosity and courage
ranBandanistas against Reagan’s Contra wanfititese advocates, Nebraskans for Peace
CS'I‘;‘rﬁNe worked for détente with the Soviet Uniaould never have survived to become what is
and—after the end of the Cold War—the “Reacéhe oldest statewide Peace & Justice
Dividend. ”Mbpposedmerlcan military ~ organization in the entire country
fhtervention in the Middle East long before
Ecé]ecame fashionable and supported state {
cesglivestment from Sd\ftica and the preserv.
*"fon of the Nebraska Indian, Mexican-Am
and Women’s commissions. We champi
universal health care, Fair not ‘Free Trade,
cadoay and Lesbian human rights, and initiat ‘g—’
whiegislative campaign to prevent bullying in
whgchools. Besides opposing both wars ag
anlfag and the waAfghanistan, we have als
done what we could to alert the public abo
’thltecIay and the threat the even more

Lela Shanks, conclusion

de
Brawn from materials given by Bud Narveson,

Aarge and Dan Schilitt, Kathy Cook, Jim Hoppe,

ue, Fowlelay Schmidt, John Krejci, Kandra
, Mike ShonsBpn Reeves, Marilyn

o abb John Hansen, Lela Shanks, notes and
gs by Betty Olson, and documents in the
aska State Historical Society and in the
thodist archives at Nebraska Wesleyan. This

|story is not complete or fully researched, and
Eﬁe author welcomes all corrections and input
t

at might improve later versions.)
uill

country in the national ‘fRiningTeachers ofeachers” educational proje€his creation,

in turn, modeled the birth of ‘multiculturalism’ in schools in the United States.

In Lincoln, Hughes and Lela also worked to oppose the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln’s threats to forcafrican-American and poor folks in th&hittier School area to
sell their homes at below replacement value. In similar actions over the next 20 years, the
Shanks remained at the forefront in their advocacy for civil rights and peace.

But this story should not be seen as all struggle and gloomslafiats to obtain a
decent education for her children paid off: her oldest daughter becoming a playwright and
artist; her oldest son, a law enforcemefiitef who's now retired; her second daughter
lawyer; and her youngest son, a student now seeking a Ph.D. in Political S&rehber
struggle for civil rights and the pursuit of peace is by no means over—over 80, she is
sought all over the state as a speaker on these topics.

One final note: in 1984, Lelshusband Hughes was diagnosed Wittheimer's dis-
ease. For the next 14 years Lela cared for him as he declined and learned what it takes to give
love and care to someone suffering from the disease. In her University of Nebraska Press
book distributed worldwideYour Name is Hughes Hannibal Shan&se documents the
progress of his disability and hpdespite it, she cared for him. If you wish to learn what
love and nonviolence and care for the most vulnerable among us is, read that book. Lela
Shanks, through her example, through her courage, through her sense of what prayer is and
through her integrityhas taught me more about “true religion and undefiled t. idg®nes’
phrase, than almost anyone | can rementblee has lived the storyThere is no Peace
without Justice.Lela Shanks, Peacemakenf theYear.

— Paul Olson, NFP President

Carlton B. Paine, Ph.D.

Clinical Psychologist

5625 ‘O’ Street, Suite 7 Phone: 402-489-8484 Lincoln, NE 68510
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Socialistt Communist!
Ter rorist! Kill HIm!

by Paul Olson, NFP President

One of my colleagues in the UNL Englishof our egos powers the construction o€olumbiana, Alabama, outside thewere Green Cottenhams, arrested for va-
Department invested himself heavily inthose we would see as ‘monsters.’ ‘Theyfrain... whee initially it's claimed that grancy if they strayed from sharecropper
Holocaust literature. He used to tell thelo not deserve respectful treatment. Cotre bioke one minor lawand then later fields or other humiliating white employ-
story of a Jewish man Auschwitz who sider the use of whiskey in the fur traderst’s claimed that he bke a diffeent mi- ment systems. Subjected to fake trials, fingd
asked his guard, “Why do you degrad@egotiations with Plains Indians and in th@or law... The judge, to settle the confuand sentenced to servitude when they
us so when you could just kill us outright?U.S. treaty negotiations with Plains tribession... declags him guilty of... vagrancy could not paythe South sold or leased
The guard answered, “If we didn’'t de-Even todaythough the ganding Bear trial On the basis of that, fefined, $10... a them to corporations where they experit
grade you, weouldn't kill you.” The Jew established that an Indian is a human béee to the sheriff, a fee to the deputy whenced manacling, twelve or more hours per
had become an ‘othérconstructed for ingin the full meaning of the lgwur lead- actually arrested him, some of the costs afay work, whippings, and eventual death.
destruction. ers do not yet believe it. In our own statehis being jailed for three days, fees for th€omplicit in the system were Southern she
| have been watching with increasingWhiteclay is the product of systematic anavitnesses who testified against him, eveiffs, police, courts, and large corporations
consternation the construction of Barakvillfully degrading social systems toler-though... there were no witnesses. All afho got cheap labo€o-conspirators were
Obama as an ‘other’ in order to destrowated by authorityeven condoned by it: athese things added up to effectively abotihe Southern Democrats, Northerners ip
his political viability He's alternately a ‘So- combination of Indian vulnerabilitgov- a years wages for a\frican American general, and, beginning witfieddy
cialist,” ‘anti-American,’ a Muslim who pals ernmental incompetence and malice, bootarm laborer... an amount that... GreerRoosevelt, the presidency itself.
around with terrorists, an elitist, an Ivylegger connivance, Whiteclay dealeCottenham, an impoverished, largely il-  Neo-slavery piled on the semi-slave
League egghead and a foreigner—aBhamelessness, and public and ecclesidiserate African American man in 1908,sharecropper system, created the Seuth
things thatreal Americansare not. One tical indifference. The shadows of humartould not have paid. industrial wealth and aggrandized the agraf
hears at McCain-Palin events the cries ofbeings that haum/hiteclay amid the mud [IIn order to pay those fines off asian part of its system. The 1870-1940 slg
“Socialistt CommunistTerrorist! Kill him!  and the urine and the bloody violencepart of the [neo-slavery] system, [Green}very, Blackmon agues, was harsher than
Tear his head @8f And the leaders of the were constructed out of our malice, ours leased to U.S. Steel Corporation..anti-bellum bondage. While plantations
rallies mostly say nothing. belief that they lack full humanity forced to go to work in a coal mine on thdried to preserve slaves as propgogasts
As a species, we human beings seem The protection of our fragile egosoutskirts of Birmingham, Alabama, withof burden and breeders, neo-slavery easily
to need to degrade the ‘othiéthe struc- powers the construction of our enslavedbout a thousand other Black forced lareplaced its deceased slaves with new
ture of our fragile egos, filled with the va-classeswe, Christians were superior to borers... deep in the mines in standingrrestees.
cuity of our inner selves, would collapseAfricans who needed to be enslaved bavater... forced to stay in that water and ~ WorldWar Il, fear of our vulnerability
on itself if we did not have an ‘other’ abovecause they had no souse could there- consume that water for lack of any otheto Japan and FDR'Attorney General,
whom we could imagine ourselves: “I mayfore make them beasts of burden, breedresh watereven though it was putrid andFrancis Biddle, ended the outward expreg
be a miserable creature, but at least | agrs without permanent familghattel prop- polluted by their own waste... Any marsion of this oppressive system., but nat

not a ." The blank can berty denied all education, skills or rightswho failed to extract at least eight tons othe psychological need inside us to con-
anything ‘other: American IndianAfri-  The famous literary movement, the “Fugicoal from the mine every day would betruct ‘others’ and oppress them.
canAmerican, Hispanic, GayLesbian, tives,” argued as writers and critics for thavhipped at the end of the dand if he The shouts ofSocialist! Communist!

single parent, Muslim, fundamentalistsuperior culture and civilization of therepeatedly failed to get his quota of coalerrorist! Kill him!” at McCain-Palin ral-
pagan, refugee, woman, fat or skinny mamnte-bellum South and its successors wut, he would be whipped at the beginlies show just how close to the surface is
dwarf or giantAdvertising manipulates into the Thirties. The South had a ‘classining of the day as well. the impulseAt the prospect of ‘change’
these categories to create the sense tleat’ culture, not mere capitalismith few The men entered the mine before daynd the rise of the ‘other’ from the debased
we can escapeur miserable stereotypic exceptions, the avatars of high culture diight. They exited the mine after sunset.statuses we have constructed, the self-righ
selves through the right product. Bully-not recognize that what passed for mandrhey had little medical care... subject tdeous anger from the status quo erupts.
ing manipulates these categories to telouse greatness was greed. waves of dysentery and tuberculosis and For real human rights and real libera
victims thathey cannot escaptheir mis- Douglas Blackmors Slavey ByAn- other illnesses... [U]ltimately one oftion ever to prevail in this countrye will

erable selves and must suffer for who thegther Nameshows how shameless wagshose epidemics... caused Greeneed more than international convention
are—their suffering being the prime satisthat greed, especially during the reinvencottenham to die five months after he arand universal declarations, valuable a
faction both of the bully and the approvition of slavery after the CivlVar. Con- rived at the jail, in August of 1908. they are We must change—down in the
ing bystander sider the story of Green Cottenham: oul rag and bone shops of our hate-filledl

The protection of the fragile makeup . Blackmon shows how hundreds of,5 4o
Green Cottenham... arrested inthousands of black men from 1870-1941
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